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Community Studies / 
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A, C 

 Date of Previous Revision:  

Date of Current Revision: 
October 2004 

February 2009 

C: CCSD 2480 D: Community Building E: 3.0 

Subject & Course No. Descriptive Title Semester Credits 

F: Calendar Description:  

 

An introduction to the art and craft of community building, this course provides opportunities to explore 

the challenge of community development and focuses on the practical skills of finding, creating and 

nurturing spaces in which all people are valued.  Strategies for strengthening family involvement and 

facilitating social networks will be explored. 

 

G: Allocation of Contact Hours to Type of Instruction 

/ Learning Settings 

 

 

Primary Methods of Instructional Delivery and/or 

Learning Settings: 

 

Lecture/practice 

 

Number of Contact Hours: (per week / semester 

for each descriptor) 

 

60 hours 

 

Number of Weeks per Semester: 

 

Flexible delivery ranging over 1 to 15 weeks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H: Course Prerequisites: 

 

None 

 

 I: Course Corequisites: 

 

None 

 

 J: Course for which this Course is a Prerequisite 

 

CCSD 2340 – concurrent 

 

 K: Maximum Class Size: 

 

30 
 

L: PLEASE INDICATE:  Part of Block Transfer to UVIC, UCFV, Malaspina University College, University 

of Calgary, Athabasca University 

  Non-Credit      

  College Credit Non-Transfer      

 X College Credit Transfer      

 SEE BC TRANSFER GUIDE FOR TRANSFER DETAILS (www.bctransferguide.ca) 



 

 

M: Course Objectives / Learning Outcomes  

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

 

1. Describe the dynamic attributes of community. 

 Articulates the connections between community and quality of life 

 Compares and contrasts asset-based and service-based models of community 

 development 

 Compares and contrasts the benefits and drawbacks of community experience for 

 people who live within a service system and those who do not 

2. Articulate the value and importance of friendships and family in the lives of people who live 

with a disability. 

 Identifies circles of support in personal life 

 Describes the strengths which families bring to the support of their children who live 

with disabilities 

 Considers the dynamics which underpin friendship 

3. Plan, develop and evaluate effective strategies for building community presence and 

contribution. 

 Articulates the importance of knowing and understanding the person who is being  

   supported 

 Creates personal profiles which reflect thoughtful observation and inquiry 

 Demonstrates strategies used to link individuals with community 

 Recognizes opportunities for and barriers to friendship and family involvement 

 Recognizes potential areas of competing values 
 

N: Course Content 

The following global ideas guide the design and delivery of this course: 

 

 The hard work of community building begins by revisioning community as a place where all 

people are valued and appreciated for their gifts. 

 Increasingly, there is an interest in the field of disability support in an alternative way of 

viewing community and community support.  The new vision is capacity focused, 

concentrating on the assets of community rather than its lists of needs.  It is believed that 

practitioners benefit from a critical understanding of community development which focuses 

on building from the strength and capacity of individuals, families and neighborhoods.  This 

knowledge provides students with a deeper understanding of community and gives them new 

tools to facilitate inclusion and identify opportunities for real contribution. 

 The social isolation of people with disabilities is a growing concern amongst advocates and 

professionals.  The professional world of disability support has moved people out of 

institutions but now faces the next challenge of facilitating ordinary relationships and 

friendships within the community.  It appears that a next step might be to better understand 

some of the inherent structural barriers which exist within our systems of care which might 

compromise the development of these ordinary relationships and lead to isolation. 

 

O: Methods of Instruction 

 

 Lecture 

 Group work 

 Student presentation 

 Guest speakers 

 Media presentation 
 

P: Textbooks and Materials to be Purchased by Students 

 

T.B.A. 

 



 

 
Q: Means of Assessment  

This course will conform to Douglas College policy regarding the number and weighting of evaluations.  

 

 Community inventory 

 Major paper on facilitation strategies 

 Circle of support analysis 

 Classroom participation self assessment 

 Story telling 
 

R: Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition. 

 

This course is available for PLAR. 
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