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Defining a Textbook

A textbook is a publication that is produced primarily for the educational market.  Below are several guidelines that may assist you in determining if the book you wish to copy from is a textbook.


The text usually focuses on a subject or topic of study and is scholarly in nature.


The text is primarily intended for classroom instruction, i.e., K-12, university, trade school, and college.


The text is often published by an Educational Publisher.


The publication may make reference to an edition, such as 3rd Edition.


The text may be accompanied by a teacher(s or a student(s edition, study guides, lab manuals, or solution sets.


The title may include the words Introduction to (; Essentials of (; Criticism; or Research.


The publication may include pedagogical features, such as exercises, question sets, cases, boxed items, chapter learning objectives, summaries or highlights.

After consulting these guidelines, if uncertainty remains regarding the genre of the publication, consult the publisher of the book.

Examples of Textbooks

Example 1:  

Title:  Bodily discursions: genders, representations, technologies.

Publisher:  State University of New York Press

Example 2:

Title:  Cultural anthropology
Publisher:  Pearson Education Canada
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