
On October 20, 2010, during small business week, 
we celebrated our Crystal Anniversary and the 14th annual 

Entrepreneur of the Year Awards. The sold-out event of over  

400 people was once again held at the Coquitlam Executive 

Plaza Hotel ballroom. Dignitaries, business, community and 

college representatives and program alumni celebrated 

our graduates’ business successes and accomplishments. 

We honoured 31 people, representing 28 businesses, from 

18 different intakes who have dared to be remarkable.

The overall Entrepreneur of the Year Winners were Ed and 

David Van Vliet from Van Brothers Forming Ltd. in Surrey, 

who originally attended the 4th intake of the SE program; 

they too are celebrating 15 years in business. 

There were also category award winners from intakes  

as recent as intake 143. This was the first year the awards 

night had finalists and winners from the New West Program, 

launched just two years ago.

The event was also a chance for graduates to get together 

with new program participants, share success stories with 

staff, enjoy great food and win cash and door prizes.

Congratulations Entrepreneur 
of the Year Award Winners!

Award winners (from left to right): Glenda Watson Hyatt, Soaring Eagle Communications; Mike Londry, Westside Pest Control; 

David Aroeste, Green Comfort Systems; Edward and David Van Vliet, Van Brothers Forming Ltd; Carol Wiens, BrightStart Children’s Academy Ltd; 

Marie Oyama, Divine Vines Ltd; Heather McArthur, Quilter’s Connection Magazine Ltd; Linda Greven, Fun-Wey Tutoring Services; Tanuja Dabir, 

Saakori Lifestyle Inc.        									         Photo by: www.robinwongphotos.com
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Staples Business Depot Retail Award
Divine Vines is a stylish and contemporary floral design boutique located  

in Yaletown offering designs that are always fresh, unique and gorgeous. 

City of Coquitlam Home Based Business Award
Quilter’s Connection is the only national magazine dedicated to the art of 

quilting in Canada. Heather has grown a 300 person non-paying readership 

into a profitable quarterly magazine with over 3,000 paying subscribers, and  

a place on the shelves in Chapters.  

Heather McArthur,  
Quilter’s Connection  
Magazine Ltd.
604-290-3454  
heather@quiltersconnection.ca
www.quiltersconnection.ca 

Tanuja Dabir,  
Saakori Lifestyle Inc. 
778-322-5670 
tanuja@saakori.com 	
www.saakori.com

Business in Vancouver Media Group High Tech Award
Soaring Eagle Communications works with businesses and organizations to 

make their websites and blogs accessible to the 18% of the population with 

disabilities. Glenda has worked with three levels of government, transit 

authorities and non-profit organizations to improve accessibility of their sites.

Glenda Watson Hyatt, 
Soaring Eagle  
Communications 
Glenda@doitmyselfblog.com 
www.doitmyselfblog.com

Marie Oyama,  
Divine Vines Ltd. 
604-696-0211 
marie@divinevines.ca 
www.divinevines.ca

Dave and Ed Van Vliet, 
Van Brothers Forming Ltd. 
604 - 930 -2111 
vanbros@telus.net 
www.vanbros.ca

Executive Hotels and Resorts Global Award
Saakori Lifestyle Inc. helps reduce landfill by providing sustainable and  

reusable mesh produce bags as well as attractive and affordable disposable 

dinnerware made from fallen palm leaves. 

Van Brothers Forming Ltd. specializes in architectural and structural concrete for 

the industrial, institutional and commercial industries. Alumni from Intake 4 of the 

Self Employment Program, Van Brothers Forming Ltd. has undergone tremendous 

growth over the past fifteen years and currently employ up to 45 workers.

City of New Westminster 
Entrepreneur of the Year Award



Ray Peterson
Master of Ceremonies
Self Employment Business  
Advisor and Alumni

Blue Moose Promotions  
Bruce Cutayne   604-472-2000
www.BlueMoose.ca
Supplied the awards and the 
award plaques in the SE office.

Mix Media World  
Advertising Group           
Alvin Barrera   604-552-6188
www.mixmediaworld.com
Event sound production

Grow Creative
Richelle Giberson   604-992-4769
Designed the event print  
materials and newsletter.

Robin Wong
604-618-8200
www.robinwongphotos.com
Photographed event and winners.

Rockingham Engineering     
Derek Smith   604-921-1394

Sponsored the Consulting Award

Jelly Delight Desserts Inc.
Francisco Harp   604-716-8802
www.jellydelight.com
For healthy, artistic and flavourful 
jelly desserts. 

Laszlo Polgari     
778-773-4650
lespol-@hotmail.com
Spanish guitar performance.
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A spectacular night like this would not have been possible without these program 
graduates who supplied their services and whom we are so proud of their success:

Alliance Printing Perseverance Award 
Fun-Wey is a North Vancouver Tutoring company specializing in helping  

kids learn to get and stay organized; we make learning FUN!  Rather than 

dwelling on hardships, Ms. Greven has overcome adversity to drive her  

business to success.

Linda L. Greven,  
Fun-Wey Tutoring Services 
778-340-5474    
fun-wey@shaw.ca 
www.fun-wey.com

The Now Construction & Manufacturing Award
Green Comfort Systems provides turn-key sustainable energy saving heating, 

ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) systems, particularly geothermal, solar 

and high efficiency heat pumps, furnaces and boilers for residential and  

commercial markets.

David Aroeste,  
Green Comfort Systems 
604-771-2175    
daroeste@shaw.ca 
www.greencomfortsystems.ca

Rockingham Engineering Consulting Award
With a serious passion for environmental issues and a keen interest in

innovative new technologies, Westside Pest Control leads the industry 

in effective, eco-friendly treatment methods. 

Mike Londry,  
Westside Pest Control 
604-375-4985 
mike@westsidepest.com
www.westsidepest.com 

Make It Business Magazine Service Award 
BrightStart Children’s Academy provides early learning and childcare for  

children aged 12 months to 12 years.Her vision was to create a great learning 

environment for children, in the form of a daycare centre, not in her home,  

but in a full-fledged facility.  

Carol Wiens,  
BrightStart Children’s  
Academy Ltd. 
778-285-8535    
info@brightstart.ca 
www.brightstart.ca
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A Big Thank You to the Award Sponsors 

Entrepreneur of the Year Sponsor
Located at the centre of Metro Vancouver, New West-
minster has much to offer. Five SkyTrain stations pro-
vide rapid transit to points throughout the Lower Main-
land and major transportation routes are all nearby. 
Named by Queen Victoria in 1859, the first capital of 
British Columbia has history as well as geography on 
its side. New Westminster’s ideal riverfront location, 
unique heritage character and strong community con-
nections make it a great place to live, work and play.
604-521-3711                            www.newwestcity.ca

Perseverance Award Sponsor
Over the years Alliance Printing has earned a reputa-
tion for providing complete printing solutions for their 
customers. Their keen knowledge, latest work flow 
technology and qualified staff allow them to remain 
ahead of their competitors. They are proud to be re-
cently nominated by the Tri-Cities Chamber of Com-
merce 2010 Business Excellence Award for small busi-
ness of the year. They will work with you to keep your 
printing project on budget without sacrificing quality. 
604-552-7999                      www.allianceprinting.com

Global Award Sponsor
Executive Hotels and Resorts combine the comforts  
of home with the amenities of business, featuring 
live entertainment in the Copper Club Grill & Lounge. 
When it comes to Conference or meeting planning it’s 
one stop shopping, not forgetting those once in a life-
time events: Weddings and Socials. 
604-936-9399     www.executivehotels.net/coquitlam
Central Reservations: 1-888-388-3932
www.executivehotels.net/escape

Retail Award Sponsor
Founded in Toronto in 1991, The Business Depot Ltd./
STAPLES Canada Inc. is Canada’s largest supplier of 
office supplies, business machines, office furniture 
and business services for the small business and 
home office customer. The company is an everyday 
low price retailer. The chain operates stores in all prov-
inces across Canada under the banners STAPLES® 
Canada and Bureau en GrosMC. Marketing Magazine’s 
Marketing/Leger 2008 Corporate Reputation Survey 
ranked STAPLES Canada/Bureau en Gros number 
one among Canada’s top 100 companies. The com-
pany has over 13,500 employees serving customers 
through more than 300 office superstores, catalogue, 
and e-commerce. STAPLES, STAPLES®/Bureau en 
GrosMC is committed to making shopping easy by of-
fering customers three ways to shop: online, by cata-
logue and in-store. 
604-465-3429                                   www.staples.ca

Home-Based Business Award Sponsor
The City of Coquitlam is a mountainside community 
which balances excellent shopping and amenities 
with access to nature and the outdoors. As a diverse 
community—with over 40% of our local population 
hailing from outside of Canada—Coquitlam embraces 
cultural diversity and sees it as a source of strength. 
Our City is a place of great opportunity - Coquitlam 
is poised to receive major investments in transporta-
tion infrastructure including the Evergreen Line and 
the new Port Mann Bridge. Improved transportation 
and the new development that results from these  
improvements will increase opportunities in our City. 
Coquitlam, like so many BC communities, is built on 
the strength of our entrepreneurs - small businesses 
that form the building blocks of our economy. We sa-
lute the risks that you take and the sweat that you will 
invest to start your businesses. We hope that you will 
consider our City as place to plant that seed, so that 
we can grow together.
604-927-3000                                www.coquitlam.ca

Consulting Award Sponsor
Rockingham Engineering provides structural engi-
neering consulting services for custom single fam-
ily residential projects in North and West Vancouver, 
Squamish and Whistler. Owner, Derek Smith, is an 
SEP graduate—Intake #42—and was the winner of 
the Consulting Award in 2000. Since then he has been 
a long-term sponsor of the Entrepreneur Awards night. 
604-921-1394

Construction & Manufacturing Award Sponsor
The NOW Newspaper has served the Tri-Cities, plus 
Anmore and Belcarra, since 1984. They take pride in 
providing first-rate coverage of local news, sports and 
events, both in print and online. The Now’s commit-
ment to their community is the key reason they believe 
so strongly in the Self Employment program.
604-444-3451                         www.thenownews.com

Service Award Sponsor
Make it Business magazine is BC’s leading publica-
tion dedicated to small-business success. For seven 
years it has supported entrepreneurial growth through 
a myriad of channels, including: powerful and inspira-
tional stories, sponsorship and its latest product, the 
Make It Business Book Club.
604-255-1157                     www.makeitbusiness.com

High Tech Award Sponsor
Business in Vancouver is an award-winning weekly 
newspaper serving Greater Vancouver since 1989. 
Targeted at business decision-makers, it provides local  
business news and information every Tuesday and 
reaches Lower Mainland’s business leaders each week.  
604-688-2398                                      www.biv.comw

Thank You to all Alumni Door Prize Sponsors
Delectable Gift Baskets	
Gift basket ($150)

Unimaple Tech. Ltd.	
One-year free web-site hosting ($150)

Shimon Karmel Photography
Free mini corporate head shot ($125)

Divine Vines
European hand-tied bouquet  
each Friday in November, 2010. 

Van Bros Forming Ltd.
iPod Nano with Multi-Touch.

Blue Moose Promotions
Laptop case, flashlight, calculator/
mouse pad, ruler/calculator

Dream Tea Boutique	
Tea gift basket ($100)

Shirley’s Massage & Reflexology
Gift certificate ($50)

Chrissy & Co. Design Savvy
Signature package: in-home design 
consultation ($250)

Cyber-Growth Marketing	
Web-site development ($750)

Total Corporate Learning	
Gift certificate for 6 hours  
of Simply Accounting training ($300)

Wags 2 Whiskers Pet Sitting
Tassimo coffee maker 

Aly Dahl Designs	
Silver jewelry impression kit 

Momma Nellie’s Goodies	
Gift basket ($100)

Hair Envi	
Gift certificate for hair extensions 
($200)

Act Fast Mobile Welders
Keg gift certificate ($100)

Hazel Bissky – Life Coach	
Gift certificate for 7 sessions ($500)

Clutter Busters	
Gift certificate for professional  
organizing services ($100)

Executive Resorts Hotel Coquitlam
One night corporate room for two

Sold by Design	
Gift certificate for one working  
consultation ($249)

Chikara Personal Training
Gift certificate for one training session

Dynamic Photo Studio
Gift certificate for a photography 
package

Home James Opening Doors  
for Seniors	
Gift certificate for transportation  
and accompaniment services 


