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DESCRIPTION:
Education Council’s mandate as a Governing Body of Douglas College is set out in the College and Institutes’ Act. The Act describes the role and responsibilities of Education Council as follows:
1. the sole responsibility to set curriculum content as well as certain policies and criteria as identified under the Act; 

2. the joint responsibility with the Board on matters of curriculum evaluation related to course transfer as identified under the Act and other responsibilities of the Board that, on the initiative of the Board, the Board and the Council agree are subject to joint approval; 

3. an advisory role, responsible for advising the Board on the development of educational policies as identified under the Act. 
Education Council is comprised of a Chair and Vice-Chair (elected annually), 10 Faculty Representatives (elected for a two year term), 2 Staff Representatives (elected for a 2 year term), 4 Student Representatives (elected for 1 year terms), and 4 Educational Administrators (appointed for 2 year terms). The meetings are open to anyone who wishes to attend as an observer. Elections are held by the Registrar.
Education Council meets on the third Monday of each month except July and August. Items which need to be included on the agenda should reach the Education Council Office prior to the agenda finalization date which is published at http://www.douglas.bc.ca/employees/education-council/meetingschedule.html. Hard and electronic copies of material should be handed in to the Education Council Secretary by the deadline date which is published as above.

Items which need to be voted on will be dealt with normally on a 2 month cycle. The first month they are introduced to Council as a Notice of Motion. The information is taken back to FECs and then any feedback is brought back to the next meeting on a Motion to Approve when Council will generally vote whether they approve the proposal or not.
EDUCATION COUNCIL SUB-COMMITTEES:
Curriculum Committee 

This committee reviews all new and revised curriculum guidelines on the first Wednesday of the month and submits their report to Education Council each month. Curriculum guidelines are usually ‘short-cycled’ which means they are voted on that same month.

Standing Committee on Admissions and Language Competency

This committee reviews all proposed program changes to ensure that admissions and language criteria are met. The deadline for submissions is the second Wednesday of the month; the committee meets on the last Wednesday of the month.    Their recommendations are also generally ‘short-cycled’.
Program Changes

New programs and program changes are governed by the Program Approval policies which are located at http://www.douglas.bc.ca/about/policies/edu.html.  The consultation and control sheets which need to be completed for any new and/or revised programs can be found at http://www.douglas.bc.ca/employees/education-council/education-council-forms.html
Recent Educational Policy Changes

There is a section on the Education web page which lists all recent policy changes. This is located at http://www.douglas.bc.ca/employees/education-council/educational-policy-change-alerts.html .
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