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Calendar Description: An introduction to the prominent religious traditions of the western world, including
Judaism, Zoroastrianism, Christianity, Islam, Baha’i, and African and North American aboriginal religious
forms. Emphasis will be on these religions as living cultural, political, and philosophical institutions and
systems helping to shape our world. Each religion will be studied with regard to such issues as the human
attempt to understand the cosmos and shape social life, together with the need for mutual understanding and

toleration.

Allocation of Contact Hours to Type of Instruction
/ Learning Settings

Primary Methods of Instructional Delivery and/or
Learning Settings:

Lecture and Seminar
Number of Contact Hours: (per week / semester
for each descriptor)

Lecture:
Seminar:

2 hrs. per week/semester
2 hrs. per week/semester

Number of Weeks per Semester: 15

H:  Course Prerequisites:
NONE
I: Course Corequisites:
NONE
J: Course for which this Course is a Prerequisite
NONE
K: Maximum Class Size:
35

PLEASE INDICATE:

Non-Credit

College Credit Non-Transfer

X | College Credit Transfer:

SEE BC TRANSFER GUIDE FOR TRANSFER DETAILS (www.bccat.be.ca)



http://www.bccat.bc.ca/
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M:

Course Objectives / Learning Outcomes
The successful student should be able to:

1.

Explain the diversity of western religions, both as to doctrines concerning the nature of the cosmos, and the
human position in it.

Demonstrate an appreciation of the diversity of ways of life and social organization associated with the
western religions.

Explain the connection between the western religions and current global ecological, philosophical, and
social concerns.

Compare and contrast the fundamental doctrines associated with the occidental religions covered in this
course, especially concerning the origins of the cosmos, the existence of God, the nature of Ultimate Reality,
the destiny of the individual person upon the death of the body, and the foundations of social authority.

Compare and contrast the ways of life prescribed by these religions, including the main ritual and
calendrical systems associated with them.

Compare and contrast the social political institutions associated with these religions.

Describe the impact of science on Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, and the variety of reconstructive
interpretations of these religions currently being undertaken.

Critically and reflectively discuss the relevance of some of the religious teachings on the cosmos and on
moral and social life, especially as they pertain to the current ecological, social, philosophical, an political
concerns we have today as members of a global community.

Course Content:
Instruction in this course will include the following six areas:

1.

An introduction to religion in the ancient Near Eastern and Mediterranean world - including the possibly of
a matriarchal phase of western history; the Hammurabi code and Mesopotamian religion; Egyptian religion;
Greek and Roman religion; and Celtic religion.

An introduction to the development of Judaism (up to the 20" Century) - including the development of
ancient Judaism, the nature of monotheism and polytheism; God, history and the Covenant in Judaism; the
contents of the Hebrew Bible (Tanach); the two exiles, and the development of rabbinic Judaism; main
elements of Jewish life, ritual and law, and the Jewish diffusion and life in exile.

An introduction to the development of Christianity (up to the 20™ Century) - including second temple
Judaism and the messianic hope; the career of Jesus, the Gospels and Christian Bible (Old and New
Testaments); the early Christian communities; the development of Christian dogmatics; church and empire;
monasticism; Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy; the reformation & protestantism; Quakers, and other
sects.

An introduction to the development of Islam (up to the 20" Century) - including the life and time of
Mohammed; the contents of the Qu’uran; the five pillars of Islam; Hadith and shari’a; the expansion of
Islam; the Shi’a and Sunna division, the development of Sufism.

An introduction to the development of African and North American tribal religions - including recurrent
motifs and myths; sacred dancing, chanting, and healing; the sacredness of nature; the totem and the tribe;
individualism, community, and tribalism; and the encounter with the western empires (slavery, disease, war,
and assimilation).
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Course Content Cont’d.

6. The impact of modernity of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam - including Jewish, Christian, and Islamic
responses to the western enlightenment; in Judaism: Ultra-orthodox, modern, orthodox, reform,
conservative, and reconstruction Judaism; in Christianity: literalist, authoritarian, non-theistic Christian
movements; in Islam: the orthodox response, and reconstructive modernist responses (e.g., the thought of
Mohammed Igbal); and interfaith dialogue and the western monotheistic religions (theological,
philosophical, and political issues).

Methods of Instruction

A combination of lecture and discussion (possibly including student presentations). Some class sessions may
involve formal lectures for the entire time (allowing time for questions), in which case a later class session will
allow discussion of the lecture and reading material. Other class sessions may involve a combination of
informal lecture and structured discussion.

Textbooks and Materials to be Purchased by Students
Textbooks will be updated periodically. Typical examples are:
Mathews, Warren. (2004). World Religions, (4™ ed.). Belmont, CA: Thomson-Wadworth.

or
Hutchison, John A. (1991). Paths of Faith, (4™ ed.). Toronto, ON: McGraw-Hill.

or
Smith, Houston. (1991). The World’s Religions, (2" ed.). New York: Harper Collins.
and

Schmidt, Roger. (2003). Exploring Religions, (3" ed.). Belmont:CA: Wadsworth.

Means of Assessment
Evaluation will be based on course objectives and will be carried out in accordance with Douglas College
policy. The instructor will provide a written course outline with specific evaluation criteria at the beginning of

the semester.

Any possible combination of the following which equals 100%:
(No one evaluation component within each category may exceed 40%)

Percent Range Example

Tests, Quizzes, Short Written Assignments 20 -50% Three 10% Tests 30%
Written Class Presentations, Essays, Essay Exams 30 —-60% Two 30% Essays 60%
Instructor’s General Evaluation (may include attendance 0-20% Attend/Participation 10%

class participation, group work, homework, etc.)
100%
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R:  Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition: specify whether course is open for PLAR

No.
Course Designer(s): B. Davies and Leonard Angel Education Council / Curriculum Committee Representative
Dean / Director Registrar
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