
 

PubMed Quick Guide 
 

PubMed provides free access to the U.S. National Library of Medicine’s MEDLINE database, covering 

many fields within life sciences including medicine, nursing, dentistry, and pharmacy. MEDLINE articles 

are indexed using the National Library of Medicine’s Medical Subject Headings (MeSH), and date from 

1950 to present. PubMed also provides access to in-process records (article citations which have not yet 

been indexed with MeSH), and other journals outside the scope of MEDLINE. 

In order to read full text articles, enter PubMed from the Douglas College Library homepage. Click on 

Article Indexes and Databases. 

Basic Keyword Searching 

 

 

 Enter your search term or phrase in the query box, then hit Go. PubMED automatically combines 

multiple search terms with AND. Use quotation marks for exact phrase searching. PubMed 

matches your search terms or phrases to MeSH terms used by the database. You can view how 

your terms were matched by clicking on Details. 

 Use Boolean operators AND, OR, and NOT in uppercase to combine terms or phrases. Use 

parentheses around a complex topic to search as a unit, e.g. celiac disease AND (calcium OR 

vitamin d). 

 Set Limits on your search results.  Limit by date, age, gender, type of article, and more. Limits 

remain in effect until you de-select them. 

 To search by author, use the search field tag [au], e.g., grigg [au], or use Limits.  

 To find keywords in a title use the search field tag [ti], e.g. vitamin d “cancer prevention” [ti]. 

 To find articles in a specific journal, enter the full journal title in the query box, or the MEDLINE 

title abbreviation with the search field tag [ta]. Use the Journals Database on the left sidebar 

to search for journal titles. 

 History holds all of your searches and results. Combine previous strategies or view results.  
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Advanced Searching Using MeSH 

 
 

 For more efficient subject searching, use the MeSH Database on the left sidebar. Enter your 

first term and hit Go. Your term will be matched to the corresponding subject heading. 

 Click on the appropriate term from a list of possible terms. Apply any relevant subheadings. In 

the Send to drop-down box, select search box with AND to send your term to the query box.   

 Below the subheadings, PubMed also displays your term in a hierarchical “tree” structure for 

viewing broader and narrower terms. From this screen you may also restrict your search term to 

a MeSH major topic, which will retrieve citations for articles in which the MeSH term is a major 

topic.  

 Repeat process for other search terms in your query. 

Viewing and Managing Your Results 

Display Formats 

 PubMed displays the results of your search in Summary format. To change the display of your 

results use the Display drop down menu. Useful formats are: 

o AbstactPlus- Includes Authors and their Affiliations, Title, Journal Citation, Abstract, 

Related Articles, and most importantly, links to FULL TEXT where available 

o Citation Format- Includes all of the above plus assigned MeSH terms and publication 

type 

Printing/Emailing/Saving: Use the Douglas College  link below the abstract (in 

AbstractPlus display) where full text is available, and print from your browser. Or, select articles from 

the current set of results and use the Send to drop-down menu to print, email, or save citations. 


